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And firſt, concerning the great article of reli- 
gion, and the influence it has at preſent upon the 
hves and behaviour of the prefent times 
concerning which I have faid, that it we are to 
truſt appearances, there is as little as can well be 

to exiſt at all in a chriſtian country. 
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this great concern begin to ſhe w uſelf—that it is 
no uncommon thing to hear perſons diſputing 
againſt religion, and raiſing cavils againſt the 
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2 diſciple fail of ti the ex- 
of ſo humble a _— whole 
lite was a particular. lecture to this vie- 
in every inſtance of it, ſhewed plainly 
came not to ſhare the pride and glories of life, 


of which could never be forgot 
en. When a life full of ſo many. ing i 


i not to be doubted” what force this 
have had on the actions of thoſe who were at- 
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ken occaſion to admoniſh his ditciples of the peril 


of lapſing. telling them, 31ſt verſe, —All 
— 172 becauſe of me this night. — 


o which Peter anſwering, with a zeal mixed 
with too much conadence, —— T hat though all 
ſhould be offended, yet will I never be offended; 
—to check this truſt | in himſelf, —our Saviour re- 


to- the heart to have them called in queſtion by 
his Lord,. he haſtily ſummons them all up to 
form his final reſolution, —T hough I ſhould die 
with thee, yet will I not deny thee The re- 
ſolve was noble and dutiful to the laſt degree, — 

and I make no doubt as honeſt a dne that is, 
both as juſt in the matter, and as fincere in the 
intention, as ever was made by any of mankind ; 
bis character not ſuifering us to imagine he 
made 1t in a braving diſſimulation !——no ;—— 
for he proved himſelf fufficieatly in earneſt by lis 
ſubſequent behaviour in the garden, when he 


drew his ſword again{ a whole band of men, and 


thereby made it appear, that he had leſs concern 
for his ow N life, than he had for his maſter's fafe- 
*. ile then came his refolution to mitcar- 
Tir The realup ſeems purely this :——Peter 

Vor. VL G grounded 
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s failing in this point, 
Lord, to rebuke and puni Rp 
CO 2 to S 
form it j——which, in nee was almoſt the 
— of not per- 
„ yo =— 
— of hearts, and needed not that 
any teſtify of for he knew what was 


in man :——he did not remember, that hi 

— . his 
had faid before, Without 24 — 
7 all our faculties 
rn gown 00 WOEs——— OE 
nee Snag o Bahr or ears yo on this 
43 ſo great 2 
temptation contrary, — though he was full 


rael, why marvel 1s ?——as 
ye at this? 

our own power and holineſs we had wrought this? 

—The 


147 
braham, of Iſaac, and of 
Jacob,— 0 our „ through faith 
in his name hath made this man whole, whom ye 
fee and know.— 
This is the beſt anſwer I am able to make to 
this . 
which I have given :——upon which 
let it be added, —that was no fuch capa- 
renn 
and regularity of a character is not, in juſtice, to 
be looked upon as broken, from any one ſingle 
aft or omiſſion which may ſcem a contradiction 
_ 7 A * 
8 cont qualities: 
and were the accidental overfights and folly of 
the wiſeſt man, — the failings and imperſections 
of a religious man, — the haſty aQts and paſſionate 
words of a meck man ;—were they to riſe up in 
judgment againſt — an ill- natured 
judge be ſuffered to mark in this manner what has 
been done amiſs, — what character ſo unexcepti- 
onable as to be able to ſtand before him 80 
that, with the candid allowances which the infir- 
mities of a man may claim when he falls, through 
— 2 than a pre meditation, — one 
venture upon the whole » hoe wp Ped ae 
racter in a few words, — Ile was a man ſenſible in 
his nature, of quick paſſions, tempered with 
— rr 
ty of ſpirit E 6 
So that in the only criminal inſſ ance of his life, 
which I have ſpoke to, you are at a loſs which to 
admire moſt ;—the tenderneſs and ſenſibility of 
his foul, in being wrought upon to repentance by 
2 look from Jeſus ;—or the uncommon humil; 


y 
of it, which he teflified thereupon, in the bitter- 
| G 2 neſs 
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neſs of his forrow for what he had done. Ile was 
once preſ{umptuous in truſting to his own 
his ral and true character was that of the 
engaging meekneſs, — diſtruſtſul of hiraſelf 
and his abilities to the laſt degree. 

He denied his maſter. —But in all inſtances of 
his life, but that, was a man of the greateſt truth 
and fincerity ;—to which part of his character 
our Saviour has given an undeniable tefti , in 
conferring on him the ſymbolical name of Ce- 

as, a rock, a name the molt expreſſ.. e of con- 

y and firmneſs. — 

He was a man of great love to his maſter,- 
and of no leſs zeal for his religion, of which, 
from among many, I ſhall take one inſtance out 
.of St. John, with which I ſhall conclude this ac- 
count. Where, upon the deſertion of ſeveral 
other diſciples, our Saviour puts the queſtion to 
the twelve, — Will ye al'o go away ?—Then, 
ſays the text, Peter anſwered and faid, Lord 
whither ſhall we go? 'Thou haſt the words of 
eternal life. and we believe, and know 
that thou art Chriſt the fon of God. 
Now, if we look into the goſpel, we find what 
our Saviour pronounced on this very confeſſion. 

Blefſed art thou, Simon Barjona, for fleſh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, —but my 
Father which is in heaven. That our Saviour 
had the words of eternal life, Peter was able to 
deduce from principles of natural reaſon ; becauſe 


- 


reaſon was able to judge from the internal marks 

of his doQtrine, that it was worthy God, and ac- 

commodated properly to advance human nature 

and human nappineſs.—But for all this,. rea- 

fon could not mtallibly determine that the meſſen- 
ger of this doctrine was the Meſſias, the * 

| * 
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fon of the living God: to know this required 
an illumination ;—and this illumination, I fav, 
ſeems to have been vouchſafed at that inſtant as a 
reward, as would have been ſufficient evidence 
by itſelf of the diſpoſition of his heart. 

I have now finiſhed this ſhort effzy upon the 
character of St. Peter, not with a loud panegyric 
upon the power of his keys, or a ranting enco- 
mium upon ſome monaſtic qualifications, * 
which a popith pulpit would ring upon ſuch a 
occaſion, without doing much honour to he 
faint, or good to the audience hut have drawn 
it with truth and ſobriety, repreſenting it as it 
was, as conſiſting of virtues the moſt worthy of 
mitation, and grounded, not upon apocry- 

accounts and legendary inventions, the 
wardrobe from whence popery dreſſes out ker 
ſaints on theſe days, but upon matters of fact 
in the ſacred criptures, in which 2988 
agree. And fince I have mentioned — + wh | 
cannot better conclude than by ill 
the ſpirit and character of a church GE 
that particular part of St. Peter's which has been 
made the ſubject of this diſcourſe. Would one 
think that a church, which thruſts itſelf under 
this apoſtle's patronage, ard claims her power 
under him, would preſume to exceed the 
of it which he acknow ledged to poſſeſs himſelf. 
—But how ill are your expeQatiohs anſwered, 
when infead of the humble declaration in the 
text. Ye men of Iſracl, marvel not at us, 
as if out own power and holineſs had wrought 
this ;—vou hear a language and behaviour from 
the Romiſh court, as oppoſite to it as inſolent 
words and actions can frame.— 
G 3 So 
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Ezra ix: 6, 7. 


And I ſaid, O my God, I am afpamed and bluſh 15 
lift up my face to thee, my God :—for our ini- 
quities are increaſed over our bead, and our 
treſpaſs is grown up unte the beavens.—Sinte 
the days of our fathers have we been in à great 
treſpaſs unto this day.— 


| 41 is not, I believe, 
hiſtory, an inſtance of fo ſtrange and ob- 
people, as the Jews, of whom 


teſtimonies of AA 


to be good. ſo, 

ver was a people which ſo often felt the ſcourge 
of their inquities to Gif png — 
And yet neither the one or the other ſeemed 
ever able to make them either the wiſer or bet- 
ter ;—neither God's bleſſings, nor his correction 
could ever foften them ;—they ſtill continued a 


no leſſons, neither were to be won with mercies, 
not 


x56 SER MON XXX 
nor terrified with puniſhments, — but on every 
ſucceeding trials and occaſions, extremely di 
agamit God, to go aſtray and act wickedly. 


In the words of the text, the het's heart 
overflows with forrow, „ this 
unworthy part of their character; and the 


and bluſh to lift up my face to thee, my God. — 
No doubt the man was confounded to look 
that long ſeries of ſo many 
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hen in poſſeſſion, —no army was ever 
able to drive them out; that nations greater 


4 
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ft 


bondage in 


Here it is that Ezra pours out his confeffion ——It. 
was no ſmall aggravation to Ezra's concern, to 


ſtead of — 2 — 
them grow the worſe ;—how could he 
— 5-togrlb 4 but with ſhame and forrow ; 
and fay, as in the text, —O my God, I am 
aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my face to thee, — 
and our treſpaſs is grown up unto the heavens; — 
fince the days of our fathers have we been in a 
great treſpaſs unto this day.— 
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Would to God! there was any other reafon to 
incline one to fo charitable a belief ;—for without 
on the wickedneſs of the age, —we may fay with- 
in the bounds of truth, — that we have 
in this reſpect as litile as it was poſſible for the 
;—that there is as little virtue, —and as 
tle ſenſe of religion, at leaſt as little of the ap- 
pearance of it, as can be ſuppoled to exiſt at all, 
in a country where it is countenanced by the ſtate. 
—Ovr forefathers, whatever greater degrees of 
real virtue they were poſſeſſed of, —God, who 
ſearcheth the heart, —beſt knows ;—but this is 
certain, in their days they had at leaſt—the form 
of godlineſs, —and paid this compliment to reli- 
jon, as to wear at leaſt the appearance and out- 
ward garbof it. The public ſervice of God was 

—and in a devout, as well as 
manner ;—there was no open profanenefs 
in our ftreets to put piety to the bluſh, —or do- 
meſtic ridicule, to make her uneaſy, and force 
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E you, and forced the inhabitants of your 


I own this is the natural eſſect, - and one 
would hope ſhould always be the natural ufe and 
improvement from ſuch calamities; for we 
often find that numbers who, in proſperity, ſeem 
to forget God, do yet remember him in the day 
of trouble and diſtreſs. — Vet conſider this nation 
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traction and deſolation,—little reaſon have we to 
aſcribe the merit thereof to our own wiſdom ;— 
ſa that, when the whole account is ſtated betwixt 
us, there ſeems nothing to prevent the appli- 
cation of the words in the text ;—that our ini- 
paſs is grown up unto the heaven.—Since the days 
of our fathers have we been in a great treſpaſs 


Th bike fro wa ms to gather, in a day of 


ON XXXIE 


it avails little, though we 
ly to God not to lay their fins to our 
charge, —whilſt we have ſo many remaining of 
our own.—Unleſs we are touched for ourſelves, 
how can we | 


accidents, both from within and with- 
out :—and however ſtateſmen may diſpute about 
the cauſes of the growth or decay of kingdoms, 
—it is for this cauſe, a matter of eternal truth, 
—that as virtue and religion are our only recom- 
mendation to God, that they are, conſequently, 
the only true baſis of our happineſs and proſperity | 
on earth. And however we may ſhelter our- 
ſelves under diſtinctions of party,—that a wicked 
man is the worſt enemy the ſtate has ;—and for 
the contrary, it will always be found, that a vir- 
tuous man is the beſt patnot, and the beſt ſubject 
fay, what will my righteouſneſs profit a nation of 
men ?—l anſwer, —if it fail of a bleſſing here 
(which is not likely), it will have one advantage, 
—it will fave thy own foul, and give thee that 
peace at the laſt, which this world cannot take 
away. 
Which God, of his infinite mercy, grant us 
all. Amen. 
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RoMANS f. 4. 


feſt thou the riches of bis goodneſs, and 
Deſpiſef and bow fu Ting news 2465 


 FccrirSIATES vii. 11. 


Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not execu- 
ted ſpeedily ;, therefore the beart of the fans of 
men is fully ſet in them to do evil, — 


AKE either as you like it, you will get no- 
thing by the bargain. — 
"Tis a terrible character of the world, which 

Solomen is here accounting for, — that their hearts 

were fully ſet in them to do evil—And the gene- 

ral outcry againſt the wickedneſs of the age, in 
every age, from Solomon's down to this, ſhews 
| but too lamentably what grounds have all along 
been given for the complaint. 

The di ſorder and confuſion ariſing in the affairs 
of the world from the wickedneſs of it, being 
ever ſuch, —ſo evidently ſeen, —fo ſeverely felt, 
as naturally to induce every one who was a ſpec- 
tator 


ming egeind i, let we for whatker 
a diſcourſe may not be as ſerviceable, by endea- 
vouring, as Solomon has here done, rather to give 
an account of it, and by tracing back the evils to 


their firſt principles, to direct ourſelves to the true 


be no better recommended by its profeſſors —— 


fay, no ion, though it has often been made 


objection, 
uſe of againſt chriſtianity ;—fince, if the morals 


of men are not reformed, it is not owing to a 
defeR inthe revelation, but "tis owing to the ſame 
cauſes which defeated. all the uſe and intent of 

23 revel ” Was . For 
ſetting aſide the obligations which a divine law 
lays upon us,—whoever conſiders the ſtate and 
condition of human nature, and upon thisview,- 
how much ſtr nger the natural motives are to vir- 
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tue than to vice, would expect to find the "oy 4 
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that 
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fuch principles muſt have an ect, thongh, I 
own, very far ſhort of what a thinking man 
ſhouk] expect from ſuch motives. — 

No doubt, there is great rom amendment 
in the chriſtian world, and the profeſſors of our 
holy religion may in general e faid to be a very 
corrupt and bad generation: of men, conſidering 
what reaſons and obligations they have to be 
better. Yet ſtill I affirm, if thoſe reſtraints 
were leſſened, the world would be infinitely 
| worle ; 
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hom the fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the 
will rejoice in the Lord, and joy 
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ExoDvUs xxi. 14. 


bis neigh- 
ſhalt take 
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bim with guile ;— thou 


flay 


man come preſumptuouſly upon 
bim from my altar, that be may die. 
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SER M O N XXXV. 197 


The cenfure there was rafh and uncharitable ; 
r — —— crime was up- 


purſuing 322 2 
to that iſland. 
| The honour and authority of God is moſt evi- 
dendly ſtruck at, moſt certainly, in every ſuch 
ame, — and therefore he would ſue it; — it 
being the reaſon, in the ninth of Gene ſis, — 
which the prohibition of murder is 
iir in the image of God created — 
to the life of a man had ſomething in it 
y daring and audacious ; not only ſhock- 
mg as to its con! above all other 
— but of perſonal violence and indignity 
God, the author of our life and death. That it 
i the higheſt act 
will admit of no 


y be under the power of irregu- 
———— bet of man ane tun 
always upon their guard. —And I am ſure we have 
al reaſon to join in that affecting part of our Lita- 
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are moſt prepared, it is a terror to human na- 
ture 


The 
peculiar art in poiſoning by flow and gradual advan- 
ces.—In this caſe, —however horrid, —it favours 
of mercy with regard to our ſpiritual ſtate ——. 
for the ſenſible decays of nature, which a ſufferer 
mult feel within him from the ſecret workings of 
the horrid drug, —give warning, and ſhew that 
mercy which the hand that comes upon 
his neigbour ſuddenly, and ſſays him with guile, 
has denied him. It may ferve to admoniſh him 
of the duty of repentance, and to make his peace 
with God, whilſt he had time and opportunity. 
he ſpeedy execution of juſtice, which, as 
our laws now ſtand, and which were intended for 
that end, —muſt ſtrike the greater terror 
that account,—Short as the interval between 
tence and death is,—it is long, compared to the 
caſe of the murdered. — Thou allowed the man 
no time, —faid the judge to a late criminal, na 
moſt affecting manner; thou allowedſt him 
not a moment to prepare for eternity ;—and to 
one who thinks at all,—it is, of all reflections and 
ſelf-accufation, the moſt heavy and unfurmount- 
able That by the hand of violence, a man in 2 
perie@ ſtate of health, — v hilſt he walks out in 
perfect ſecurity, as he thinks, with his friends ;— 
vhilſt he is fleeping ſoundly, — to be hur- 
ried out of the world by the aſſaſſin, by a ſudden 
ſtroke, —to find himſelf at the bar of God's ju 
tice, without notice and preparation for his trial; 
is moſt horrible! | 

Though he be really a good man, (and it is to 
be hoped God makes merciful allowances in ſuch 
caſes)—yet it is a terrifying conſideration-at the 
beſt ;—and as the injury is greater. there are a- 
ſo very aggravating circumitances relating to the 


people of ſome nations are ſaid to have a 
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till he has ſtruck the ſtroke ;——when, after 
he has had time and leifure to recolle& himfelt, 
—and confider what he is going to do; — When, 
after all the checks of conſcience, —the ſtruggles 
of humanity,—the recoilings of his own blood, 
at the thoughts of ſhedding another man's —he 
ſhall perſiſt (till, —and refolve to do it —Mercrful 
God! protect u from doing or ſuffering ſuch 
evils —Blefſed be thy name and providence, 
which ſeldom or ever ſuffers it to eſcape with im- 
punity.—In vain does the guilty flatter himſelf 
with hopes of fecrecy or impunity : the eye of 
Cod is always upon him. Whither can he fy 
from his preſence! —By the immenſity of his na- 
ture, he is preſent in all places ;—by the _ 
of it, to all times ;—by his omniſcience, to 
thoughts, words and actions of men.— By an em- 
phatical phraſe in Scripture, the blood of the in- 
nocent is faid to cry to heaven from the 
for vengeance ;—and it was for this reaſon, that 
he might be brought to juſtice, that he was de- 
barred the benefit of any aſylum and the cities of 
refuge For the elders of his city ſhall ſend 
and fetch him thence, and deliver him into the 
hand of the avenger of blood,—and that their eye 
ſhould not pity him. 
The text fays,—Thdu ſhalt take him from 
my altar that he may die.—lIt had been a very 
ancient imagination, that for men guilty of this 
md cher horrid crimes, —a place held facred, as 
dedicated to God, was a reſuge and protection to 
* 14 them 


this kind ;—and I think the Romiſſi church has 
very little to boaſt of in the ſanctuaries which ſhe 
leaves open, for this and other crimes and irregu- 
krities—SanQtuaries which are often the firſt 
temptations to wickedneſs, and therefore 
the greater ſcandal and dithonour to her that au- 
thorizes their pretenſions. 

Every obſtruction of the courſe of juſtice, — 
is a door open to betray fociety, and bereave us 
of thoſe bleſſings which it in view,—To 
ſtand up for the privileges of ſuch places, is to 
invite men to fin with a bribe of impunity.—lt is 
2 way of doing honour to God, to ſcreen 
actions which are a diſgrace to humanity.— 
What Scripture and all civilized nations 
teach concerning the crime of taking away ano- 
ther man's life, —is applicable to the wickedneſs of 
a man's attempting to bereave himſelf of his own. 
Ile has no more right over it, —than over 
that of others :—and whatever falſe gloſſes have 
been put upon it by men of bad heads or bad 
hearts,—it is at the bottom a complicationof cow- 
ardice, and wickedneſs, and weakneſs; —is one of 
the fataleſt miſtakes, deſparation can hurry a man 
into ;—inconfiſtent with all the reaſoning and reli- 
gion of the world, and irreconcileable with that 
| mo under afflictions, — that reſignation and 

a to the will of God in all flraits, which 
is required of us ——But if our calamities are 
brought upon ourſelves by a man's own wicked- 
nefs, —ſtill has he leſs to urge, —leaſt reaſon has 
he to renounce ti protection of God—when he 
moſt ſtands need of it, and of his mer- 
* But 


I have to fay, — but 
ſome other caſes, in which the law relating 
the life of our neighbour is tranſgreſſed in dif- 
—Alt which are generally fpoken 
the ſubjeR of murder, — and confidered 
| caſuiſts as a ſpecies of the fame, —— 
and in juſtice to the ſubject cannot be paſſed 
here— 


St John ſays, W hoſoever hateth his brother is 
a murderer ʒ— it is the firſt ſtep to this ſin ;—and 
our Saviour, in his ſermon upon the mount, has 
explained in how many lighter and unſuſ 
ways and degrees, —the command in the law, — 
Thou ſhalt do no murder, may be oppoſed, it 
not broken. —All real miſchiefs and injuries mali- 
ciouſly brought upon a man, to the forrow and 
diſturbance of his mind, —eating out the comfort 
of his life, and ſhortening his days, —are this fin 
in diſguiſe ;—and the grounds oi the Scripture ex- 
preſſing it with ſuch feverity, is, —that the be- 
Finnings of wrath and malice,—in event, often 
extend to ſuch great and unforeſeen effects, as, 
were we fore told them, — e ſhould give fo litth: 
credit to, as to fay,—1: thy ſervant : dog, that he 
thould do this thing — And though theſe begin- 
nings do not neceſſarily produce the worft (God 
forbid they ſhovid), vet they cannot be commir- 
ted without theſe evil feeds are ficft fown :—A; 
Cain's cauſcleſs anger (as Dr. Clarke obſerves) 
againſt his brother, —to which the apoſtle allude+ 
—ended in taking away his life; and the beſt 
inſtructors teach us, that, to avoid a fin, —we mutt 
avoid the fteps and temptations which lead to it.— 
This ſhould warn us to free our minds from 2'l 
tinfture of avarice, and defire after what is ano- 
15 ther 
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ther man's. —It the ſame way,—and 
terminated too 2 
the great excellency of the chriſtian religion 
that it has an eye to this, in the ſtreſs laid 

the firſt ſprings of evils in the heart ;—rendering 
us accountable not only for our words,—but the 
thoughts themſelves, —if not checked in time, 
but fuffered to proceed further than the firſt mo- 
tions of iſcence. 

Ye have heard, therefore, ſays our Saviour, 
that it was faid by them of old time,—Thou 
ſhalt not kill ;—but I fay unto you, — whoſoever 
'5 with his brother without a cauſe, ſhall 
be in danger of the] and whoſoever 


interpreta- 
tion, extended not to theſe things at all. forbade 
only murder and outward injuries. W hoſoever 
ſhall ſay, thou fool,” ſhall be in danger of hell- 
fire — The ſenſe of which is not that, in the 
ſtrict and literal acceptation, every raſh and paſ- 
ſionate expreſſion ſhall be puniſhed with eternal 
damnation ;,—(for who then would be faved?)— 
but that at the exaR account in the jadgmanes 
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| day, every ſecret thought and intent of 
= — l — juſt eſtimation and weight 
in the degrees of punithment, which ſhall be af- 
hgned to every one in his final ſtate. 

There is another ſpecies of this crime which is 
ſeldom taken notice of in diſcourſes upon the ſub- 
je, —and yet can be reduced to no other cla's: 
—And that is, where the life of our neighbour is 
ſhortened, and often taken away as directly as 
by a weapon, by the empirical fale of noſtrums 
ind quack medicines, —which ignorance and ava- 
nee blend. The loud tongue of ignorance 
impudently promiſes much, —and the ear of the 
fick is open. —And as many of theſe pretenders 
deal in edge tools, too many, I fear, periſh with 
the miſapplication of them. — 

80 great are the difficulties of tracing out the 
hidden cauſes of the evils to which this frame of 
dur is ſubject, that the moſt candid of the pro- 
eſſion have ever allowed and lamented how una- 
voidably they are in the dark.—So that the beit 
medicines, adminiſtered with the wiſeſt heads, 
— ſhall often do the miſchief they were intend- 
ed toprevent. Theſe are misfortunes to which 
ve are ſubject in this ſtate of darkneſs ;—but 
when men without ſkill, without education, — 
vithout knowledge either of the diſtemper, or 
even of what they fell, make merchndize of 
the miſerable, and from a diſhoneſt principle—- 
mfle with the pains of the unfortunate, — too often 
with their lives, and from the mere motive of 

aGſhoneſt gain, — every ſuch inſtance of a perſon 
| bereft of life by the hand of ignorance, can be 
conſidered in no other light than a branch of the 
lame root It is murder in the true ſenſe ;— 

which, though not cognizable by our r 
N 0 


with all the bad conſequences which arife from the 
action, whether foreſeen or not. —And as the 
mcipal view of the empirick in thoſe caſes is not 
what he always pretends, — the good of the pub- 
lick, — but the good of himfclt,—it makes the 
action what it is. — 
Under this head it may not be i to 
d all adulterations of medicines, wil- 
fully made worſe through avarice.— If a life is loft 
by fuch wilful adulterations,—and it may be af- 
firmed, that in many critical tunrs of an acute 
diſtemper, there is but a ſingle caſt left for the 
tient. the trial and chance of a ſingle drug in 
is behalf ;—and if that has wilfully been aduke- 
rated and wilfully de ſpoĩled of its beſt victues, — 
what will the vender anſwer ?— 
May God grant we may all anſwer well for 
ourſelves, that we may be finally happy. Amen. 
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Sanctity of the Apoſtles. 
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MATTHEW xi. 6. 


Bleſſed is be, that ſba!l nat be offended in me. 


general prejudices of the Jewiſh nation 
— — condition ot 
the Saviour, who was to come into the world, — 
was a ſtone of ſtumbling, and a rock of offence, to 
the greateſt part of that unhappy and prepoſſeſſed 
people, when the iſe was actually fulfilled. 
——Whether it was altogether the traditions of 
their fathers, or that the rapturous expreſſi- 
ons of the prophets, which the Meſ- 
fiah's fpiritual kingdom in fuch extent of power 
and dominion, mifled them into it; or that 
their own carnal expectations turned wilful inter- 
preters upon them, inclining them to look for 
nothing but the wealth and worldly grandeur 
which were to be acquired under their deliverer 
——whether theſe, —or that the fyſtem of 
temporal bleſſings helped to cheriſh them in this 
and covetous expectation. it was one 
the great cauſes for their rejecting him. 
* This fellow, we know not whence he is,” — 
vas the popular cry of one part; and ny 


that, though 
it was by God to be the glory of his 
people Iſrael, yet the circumſtances of humility, 
in which he was manifeited, were thought a 
ſcandal to them. Strange !——-that he who 
was born their king, — ſhould be born of no other 
virgin than Mary. the meaneſt of their pco- 
e; (tor he hath regarded the low eſtate of 
is handmaiden)—and of one of the pooreſt too: 
or ſhe had not a lamb to offer, — but wa 
purified, as Moſes directed in ſuch a caſe, by the 
oblation of a turtle-dove ;—that the Saviour of 
their nation, whom they expected to be uſhered 
amidſt them with all the enfigns and apparatus of 
royalty, ſhould be brought forth in a ſtable, and 
anſwerable to diſtreſs , ſubjected all his life to 
the loweſt conditions of humanity :—that whilſt 
be lived, he ſhould not have a hole to put 
"his head in, nor his corpſe in, when he 
died; but his grave too, muſt be the giſt 
of charity. Theſe were th warting conſiderati- 
ons to thoſe who waited for the redemption ef 
Warc!, and looked for it in no other ſhape, than 
the accompliſhment of thoſe golden dreams of 
temporal power and fovercignty, which had filled 
their imaginations. —'The ideas were not to be te- 
conciicd ;—and ſo infuperable an obſtacle was the 
prejudice on one fide, to their belief on the other, 
hat it literally fell out, as Simeon propheti- 
cally declared of the M-fiah,—that he was ſet 
forth for the fall, as well as the riſing again, af 


many ia Urael. | 
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This, though it was the cauſe of their infideb- 


ind beſides, it was natural for them to have con- 
duded, had their pre poſſe ſſions given them leave, 
—that he who fed five thouſand with five loaves 


them, deſpiſcd the glories 
took upon him the form of a ſervant ;——and 


though equal with himſelf of 
no reputation, —that the 
example of {o holy and 
ther his kingdom nor to be 
of this wold.—Thus eaſi- 
7 argue — — 
— not find the 
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perſecutions. 

If we take this key along with us through the 
New 'Teſtament, it will let us into the 
meaning of many 


Jews; —ſo particularly in this place, Matthew 
vi. when John had ſent two of his diſciples to in- 
quite, Whether it was he that ſhould come, or 
that they were to look for another ?—Our Savi- 
our, with a particular eye to this prejudice, and 
general ſcandal he knew had riſcn againſt 
has religion upon this worldly account, — after a 
rectal to the meniengers of the many miracles he 


and honeſt heart will not be blinded by w 
conſiderations, or hearken to his luſts and 
ſeffions in a truth of this moment. — The like be- 
nediftion is recorded in the 7th chapter of St. 
Luke, and in the 6th of St. John 5—when Peter 
broke out in that warm confeſſion of their belief 
Lord, we believe, —we wy ve et 
Chriſt, the fon of the living God —T 

* benediQuon 
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benediftion is uttered, though couched in differ- 
ent words, —Bleſſed art thou, Simon Barjona ;— 
for fleſh and blood has not revealed it, but my 
father which is in heaven. —Fleſh and blood, — 
the natural workings of this carnal defice the 
leſt and love of the world have had no hand in 
this conviction of thine ; but my father, and the 
works which I have wrovght in his name,—in 


the world, which we ſee firſt made fo powerful a 
ſtand againſt the belief of chriſtianity, —has con- 
tinued to have as ill an effect, at leaſt, upon 

practice of it ever fince ;—and therefore, there is 
no-one point of wiſdom, that is of nearer impor- 
tance to us, —than to purity this groſs appctite, 
and reftrain it within bounds, by lowermg our 
hgh conceit of the things of this life, 
concern for thoſe advantages which 
juſtly of the world, 


muſt ſtand at a due diftance from it 


conduces, that it is the great bleſſing, the peculi- 
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ö this . of this : 

OS Feds be found fork upon the can. 
As this argument may convince us,—fo let it 
dame us into virtue, — that the admirable exam- 
ples of thoſe holy men may not be left us, or com- 
memorated by us to no end; but rather that 
they may anſwer the pions purpoſe of their inſti- 
tution,—to conform our lives to theirs, that 
with them we may be partakers of a glorious in- 
heritance, through jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 
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y prepared, whatever groundleſs doc- 
trine riſes up, and ſettles itſelf ſtrongly upon their 


a ftrong inclination to do, that impulſe is con- 

cluded to be a call from heaven; and conſequently, 
hat they cannot err in executing it. 

If this, or ſome fuch acccount, was not to be 

, admitted, how is it poſſible to be conceived that 
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humouring of certain appetites, wher2 
concerned, 


is not 


ſeems to be the means 


ſweet- 


Author of nature intended to 
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nut eſpecially in that part of Italy where ſhe 
has raiſed her throne, 
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St. Joun xv. 5. 


Fer without me, ye can do nothing, 


, 


{NUR Saviour, in the former part of the verſe, 
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confederacy againſt 


- — bn 8 
be atchie ved. fine divino afflatu; — and Seneca, to 
the ſame e, — nulla mens bona fine deo 


that no foul can be good without divine affiſtance. 
——Now whatever comments may be put upon 
ſuch paſſages in their writings, —it is certain thoſe 
in Scripture can receive no other, to be conſiſtent 
with themſelves, than what has been given. 
And though, in vindication of human liberty, it 
is as certain on the other hand, that education, 
cepts, examples, pious inclinations, and prar- 
— Rn, great and meritorious advan- 
ces a religious ſtate; yet the ſlate it- 
ſelf is got and finithed by God's grace; and the 
concurrence of his ſpirit upon tempers thus 
|= (ps and honeſtly making uſe f 
fit means: and unlefs thus much is under 
ſtood from them,. the ſeveral expreſſions in 
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gen into popery itſelf, —confiſtent with their own 
principles ;—for, they have nothing more to do 
than to fay, that the ſpirit which inſpi 


them, 
ſignified, that the is | well 
- and 221 


which I cannot fee how they can refrain 
ging to maſs, conſiſtent with their own princi- 


Thus much for theſe two oppoſite errors ;—the 
camination of which has taken up ſo much 


in the other; but that we may at all times ſee 
it, as it is, and as it was defigned by its bleſſed 
Founder, as the moſt rational, fober and con- 


ſllent inſtitution that could have been given to the 
ſons of men. 


Now to God, &c. 
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behind. 
that, upon the whole, inſtead of abound- 
ng with occaſions to ſet us ſeriouſly on thinking, 
the world might diſpenſe with many more calls 
this kind, and were they ſeven times as many 
they are, —conſidering what inſufficient uſe we 
make of thoſe we have, all, I fear, would be 
idle enough to bring theſe things to our remem- 
lance as often, and engage us to lay them to 
cur hearts with that affectionate concern, which 
the weight and intereſt of them require at our 
unde. Sooner or later, the moſt inconſiderate of 
wall ſhall find, with Solomon, —that to do this 


ments, —and convince you, a: 
ndiſpenfible neceſſity of making that the buſineſs 
Aa man's life, which is the chief end of his be- 
- eternal happineſs and ſalvation of his 


Which God for the ſake of 
rn * 
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SERMON XI. 


Af: a Thankſgiving Sermon 


2 CHRONICLES xv. 14. 


And they unto the Lord with a loud voice, 
and with ſhouting, and with , and with 
cornets— And all the men of udab rejoiced 
at the cath. 


be neceſſary to give 2 s 
1 „ well as 
rere 

o the Lord; — which will 

r 
joy to them, but likewiſe admit of an ap- 
plication ſuitable to the purpoſes of this folemn 
aſſembly. 

Abijah, and Aſa his ſon, were ſucceſſive kings 
of Judah. —The firſt came to the crown at the 
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, than to ſwear unto the Lord, with 


hearts and fou's, to perform the cove- 


them, ſuch as to make the centinuance of 
them deſirable ?—and what other way was there 


to effe&t it 
all your 
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dom, juſt recovering by an 
army of a thouſand thouſand men, beſides cha- 
riots and horſes, be able to withſtand fo power- 
ful a ſhock ? But here it that thoſe, 
who, in their proſperity, God, do 

remember him in | of danger and 
8 comfort to de- 
they can hen 
Zerah, the the val- 
ley of all the 
men of againſt 
him ;—and tily un- 
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thee to help, whether with many, or with 
them that have no power :——hglp us, 0 
Lord our God; for we reſt in thee, and in 
thy name ve go againſt this multitude 0 
Lord, thou art our God, let not man prevail 
againſt thee.” —Srcceſs almoſt ſeemed a debt 
due to the piety of the prince, and the contri- 
tion of his people.— 980 God ſmote the Frhio- 
pians, and they could not recover themſelves: 
for they were ſcattered, and utterly deſtroyed, 
before the Lord, and before his hoſt —And 
as they returned to Jerwalem from purſuing, — 
behold the fpirit of Cod came upon Atariah, - 
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rejoiced at the oath. 
One may obſerve a kind of luxuriety 


heaven, the moſt miſerable. | 

ppoſe a moment, inftead of being re- 
pulſed, that the enterprize of the Ethiopians had 
proſpered againſt them, — like other grievous diſ- 
tempers, where the vitals are firſt attacked. 
A, their king, wo''ld have been aſter, 
Aare been rade the ſactiſice.— He muſt either 
| | hare fallen by the ſword of battle, or execution; 
sx, what is worſe, he muſt have ſurvived the ruin 
> {I &f tis country by tight, —and worn out the rc 
M 2 mainder 
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minder of the affliftion 
which were ſome remote 
corner of 
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would 
the country, which had 

now utterly laid waſte, and all his labour loſt — 
how the fences which protected it were torn up, 
and the tender plant within, which he had fo hay 
ſheltered, was cruelly trodden under and de- 
| when he had overthrown 
pian, | the kingdom, 
the religion of it 
latrous one in its 
this, the 
had begun 
evil entreated. 

That i 


87 


That, to compleat the tale of their miſeries, 
there was no proſpect of deliverance for any but 
the worſt of his ſubjefts ;—thoſe who, in his 
reign, had either leaned in their hearts towards 
theſe idolatries, or whoſe principles and mo- 
rals were fuch, that all religions ſuited them alike. 
But that the honeſt and conſcientious men of 
Judah, unable to behold ſuch abeomin2tions, hung 
down every man his head like a bulruſh, and put 
fack-cloth and aſhes under him. 1 
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works of the creation :—could this be accompliſh- 
ed,——the world would be worth living in —— 
and might be conſidered by us as a foretalie of of 
a upon hereafter. 
a ſyſtem, you'll ſay, is merely vifion- 
ary ;—and, SENT © mn fs 
with ſelfiſhneſs, and other fretful = 
him to, though it is to be wiſh- 


propenſity 
ed, it is not to be expected. OP ne 
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ST. Jonx v. 39. 


Search the Scriptures. 


T things of the moſt ineſtimable uſe and 

value, for want of due application and ſtu- 

dy laid out upon them, may be paſſed by unre- 
garded, nay, even looked upon with coldneſs and 
averſion, is a truth too evident to need enlarging 
en.—Nor is it lefs certain that prejudices, con- 
trated by an unhappy education, will ſometimes 
ſo ſtop up all the paſſages to our hearts, that the 
moſt amiable objects an never find acceſs, or 
bribe us by all their charms into juſtice and im- 
partiality—lt would be paſſing the tendereſt re- 
lection upon the age we live in, to ſay it is ow- 
ing to one of theſe, that thoſe ineſtimable books, 
the Sacred Writing, meet ſo often with a diſre- 
liſh (what makes the accuſation almoſt incredible) 
amongſt perſons who ſet up for men of taſte and 
; who pretend to be charmed with what 

they call beauties and rature in claſſical authors, 
and in other things would bluſh not to be reckon- 


ed ſound and impartial critics—But fo far has ne- 
gligence 
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the other has no occafion for it ; they 
already ſilenced. et thoſe that were 
mentioned, may not altogether be thought 1A 
' | unworthy of our endeavours ;—being perſons, as "8 
was hinted above, who, though their taſtes are 1 
b far vitiated that they cannot reliſh the ſacred 
&riptures, yet have imaginations capable of be- 
vg taiſed by the fancicd exccliercies of claſſical 
Writers. 
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fence to no man; that, with well-doing, we may 
put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh men. 

I ſhall cloſe all with that excellent collect of 
our church 

Blefled Lord, who has cauſed all holy Scrip- 
tures to be written for our learning, —grant that 
we in fuch-wife hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digeſt them, that, by patience and com- 
fort of thy holy word, we may embrace, and 
ever hold faſt, the bleſſed hope of everlaſting 
life, which thou haſt given us in thy Son, our 
Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. 


Now to God the Father, &c. 
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PsAtm xCv. 6, 5. 


be is the Lord our Gad. 


O come let us 
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* of our ſenſe for the benefits 


hat we have in heaven, fays the Pfalmiſt, 
but thee, O God, to look unto or depend on, to 
whom ſhall we pour out our complaints, and ſpeak 
of all our wants and neceſſities, but to thy good- 
neſs, which is ever willing to confer 


hear their cry, and help 

Of all duties, prayer certainly is 
and moſt eaſy.—— There are ſome 
may ſeem to occaſion a troubleſome 
the natural workings of fleth and 
the forgiveneſs of 1 „ and t 
enemies ;—— others, which will 
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out of thy 
fold ;——it coſteth no wearineſs of bones no 
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d expect that the day-labourer, or he that 


| his providence has put an opportunity into our 


hands of ſo doing;—provided that no plea, 


| from the neceſſary attention to the affairs of the 


world, which many 
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as if they were aſhamed to be thought 
erious with their God ?—Surely, to addreſs our- 
ſelves to his infinite Majeſty after a negligent aud 
manner, beſides the immediate indig- 
ſign we little conſider the bleſ- 


external garb of religion may 
be worn, when there is little within of a piece 
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S E RM ON MW. 307 
poſſeſſes the power of godlineſs, — will have the 
external form of it too. 
May God grant us to be defeftive in neither 
but that we may fo praiſe and magnify God on 
earth that when he cometh, at the laſt day, 
with ten thouſand of his faints in heaven, to 


judge the world, we may be partakers of their 
eternal inheritance. Amen, 


SERMON 


SERMON XLIV. 


to 


Man. 


The Ways of Providence j 
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Ps ALM lxxiti. 12, 13. 


Bebo, theſe are the ungodly who proſper in the 


world, they increaſe in riches. 


Verily, I have cleanſcd my heart in vain, and 
waſhed my bands in innecency. 


HIS complaint of the Pſalmiſt, concern- 
T ing the promiſcuous diſtribution of God's 
bleſſings to the juſt and the unjuſt, —that the fun 
ſhould ſhine without diſtinction upon the good 
and the bad, —and rains deſcend upon the righte- 
ous and unrighteous man, —is a ſubject that has 
afforded much matter for inquiry, and at one 
time or other has raiſed doubts to diſhearten and 
rplex the minds of men.—If the ſovereign 

of all the earth does look on, whence fo 
much diforder in the face of things ?—why is it 
permitted, that wiſe and good men ſhould be 
left often a prey to ſo many miſeries and diſtreſſes 
of life, —whilft the guilty and fooliſh triumph in 
their offences, and even the tabernacles of robbers 
proſper ? 

To this it is anſwered, that therefore there 
s a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments to 
take 
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4 SERMON XV. 


mt, that we are ſo ignorant of the articles of 


good, how do we know but they may proceed 
from partial friendſhip or flattery ?!——when bad, 

envy or malice, from ill natured ſurmiſes 
and conſtructions of things? and, on both ſides, 


dre ſſed out and disfgured with fo many 
dreams and tables, that every ordinary reader ſhall 
not be able to diſtinguiſh truth from falſehood.— 
But allow ing theſe refleftions to be too ſevere in 


ſened 2 man's character, or malice blackened it; 
— e the characters of men are not eaſily pe- 
netrated, as they depend often upon the retired, 
u een parts of a man's life. The beſt and trueſt 
is moſt ſecret, and the worſt of actions, 
for different reaſons, will be ſo too. Some men 
are modeſt, and ſeem to take pains to hide their 
virtues; and, from a natural diftance and reſerve 
in their tempers, ſcarce ſuffer their good qualities 
to be known :—others, on the contrary, put in 
— 0s ante to counterfeit vir- 

tues 


If we truſt to fame and reports. if they are 


this matter, that no ſuch thing as envy ever leſ-— 


— — . 


r 


| 


even that, in many caſes, could 

knowledge of it, gas greys bar to pro- 
nounce a man either good or — There are 
numbers of circumſtances which attend every 
action of a man's life, which can never come to 
the knowledge of the world, —yet ought to be 
known, and well weighed, before ſentence with 
any juſtice can be paſſed upon him.—A man 
may have different views and a different ſenſe 
of things from what his judges have ; and what 
he ——— feels, and what paſſes with- 
in him may be a ſecret treaſured up yy there 
for ever. A man, through bodily _—_ 
or ſome complectional defect, which perh 

not in bis power to correct, —may be ſubj 
madvertencies,—to ſtarts and nel 
of temper ; he may he open to ſnares he is not 
always aware of ; or, through ignorance and 
want of information and proper helps, he may 
labour in the dark :—in all which caſes, he may 
do many things which are wrong in themſelves, 
and yet be innocent; at leaſt an object rather 
to be pitied than cenſured with ſeverity and ill- 
will, —T heſe are difficulties which ſtand in every 
one's way m the forming a judgment of the 
characters of others. But, for once, let us 
ſuppoſe them all to be got over, ſo that we could 
ſee the 
allow that 
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it differs in every man almoſt according to 

and complection:——ſo that the 
happy accidents in life, which ſhall 
raptures to the choleric or ſanguine man, 
1 with indifference by the cold 


ret 


LETE 
; 


ſery in this 3 14 light as of 
ſhall be able to make the hearts of ſome men 
fing for joy ;—at the fame time that others, with 
real bleſſings and advantages, without the power 
of ufing them, have their hearts heavy and dif- 
contented. 

Alas! if the principles of contentment are 
not within, —the height of ſtation and worldly 

will as foon add a cubit to a man's ſta- 
ture as to his happineſs. 

This will ſuggeſt to us how little a way we 
| have gone towards the of any man's 
pineſs,—in barely — this man prof- 
pers in the world, — and 


ic endearments, as much joy and comfort 
in his children, —and as flattering hopes of 
doing well, —to enliven his hours and glad 
Rat; 


as you could conceive in the moſt af- 
on. — And I make no doubt, in gene- 
ral, but if the true account of his joys and fuf- 
ſerings were to be balanced with thoſe of his 
betters——that the upſhot would prove to be 
little more than this,—that the rich man had the 
more meat, but the poor man the better ſto- 
mach ;——the one had more luxury, — more 
able phyſicians to attend and ſet him to rights ;— 
the other, more health and ſoundneſs in his 
bones, and leſs occafion for their help ;—that, 
after theſe two articles betwixt them were ba- 
lanced, —in all other things they ſtood upon 
2 level ;——that the {un ſhines as warm, the 
air blows as freſh, and the earth breathes as fra- 
grant, upon the one as the other ; and that 
have an equal ſhare in all the beauties and 
benefits of nature. Theſe hints may be 
ſufficient to ſhew what I from them, — 
the difficulties which attend us in judging my 
either of the happineſs or the miſery of the 
of mankind, the evidence being till more de- 
fective in this caſe (as the matter of fact is hard to 
come at)—— than even in that of judging of 
their true characters; of both which, in general, 
we 
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we have ſuch imperſect knowledge, as will teach 
us candour in our determinations upon each other. 

But the main purport of this diſcourſe, is to 
teach us humility in our reaſonings upon the ways 
of the Almighty. 

That things are dealt uncqually in this world, 
is one of the ſtrongeſt natural arguments tor a 
future ſtate, and therefore is not to be over- 
thrown : nevertheleſs, | am perſuaded the charge 
is far from being as great a+ at firit ſight it may 
appear ;—— or if it 15,—that our views of things 
are ſo narrow and confined, that it is not in our 

r to make it good. 

But ſuppoſe it otherwiſe, that the happi- 
neſs and proſperity of bad men were as great as 
our general compi:nts make them ;—and, what 
is not the caſe, that we were not able to clear up 
the matter, or an{.ver it reconcileably with God's 
juſtice and providence, —-what thall we infer ? 

hy, the moſt becoming concluſion is, that 
it is one inſtance more, out of many others, of 
our ignorance:—why ſhould this, or any other 
religious difficulty he cannot comprehend, —why 
ſhould it alarm him more than ten thouſand other 
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2 then, —proud man — and when thy head 
turns giddy with opinions of thy own 
that thou wouldſt correct the meaſures of the 
Almighty, —go then, — take a full view of thy- 
Self in this glaſs ;——conſider 22 faculties, 
—how narrow and imperfe 
with truth ral. falſc hood; how 
little arrives at thy know „ and how darkly 
and thou difcerneſt even that little as 
in a glaſs :—confider the beginnings and ends of 
the greateſt and the ſmalleſt, how they all 
to baffle thee ;—and which way ever 
thy inquiries, — what freth fub- 
of amazement, — and what freſh reaſons to 
there are more yet behind which thou 
canſt never comprehend. —Confider,—theſe are 
but a part of his ways ;—how little a portion is 
heard of him ? Canſt thou, by — find out 
God? H uldſt thou know the Almighty to perſec- 
tion? Tisas high as heaven, W hat canſt thou do? 
— tis than hell, how canſt thou know it ? 
Could we but ſee the myſterious workings of 
„ and were we able to comprehend the 
whole plan of his infinite wiſdom and 
which poſſibly may be the cafe in the final con- 
ſurnmation of all things ;—thoſe events, which 
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;— and ſo they were. 
: the | 


; actually 
them.— For, at length, when neither the alterna- 
tives of promiſes or threatenings, when neither 
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be thankful to God for any one of theſe mercies, 
much more has this of ovr*, which, at 
one time or other, has received them all 
inſomuch that our hiſtory, for this laſt hundred 
years, has ſcarce been any thing but the hiftory of 
our deliverances and God's bleſſings ;——and 
theſe in ſo complicated a chain, fuch as were 
ſcarce ever vouchſaſed to any people beſides, 


working, yet no way ſo——in the extenfive 
goodneſs of their eſſects, and the infinite bene- 
ad au 
us. 
Here then let us ſtop to look back a | 
and inquire what great effects all this has had 
8 and how far worthy we have lived 
what we have received. 
A ſtranger, when he heard that this iſland had 
been fo favoured by heaven, — fo happy in our 
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— in the days of trouble and diſtreſs ; 
conſider this nationally, —we fee no ſuch 
it, as, in fact, one would expect from 


For Noa 
ſhed which the war has — = 
converts has it made either to virtue or 


— The peſtilence amongſt our cattle, — 
has diſtreſſed, and utterly undone, ſo many thou- 


equipage, 
— diverſions, perpetually returning, and as 
12 and epicuriſm of entertainments, as 


perous condition ?——Sg that, 
rd wall apy and the whole heart is faint, 
we all affect to look well in the face, either as if 
nothing had happened, or we were aſhamed to 
ledge the force and natural eſſects of the 


of his will, either to reward of 
puniſh, as ſeems fitting to his infinite wiſdom. 

Thus no man repenteth him of his wickedneſs, 
faying, —W hat have I done ?—but every one 
turneth to his courſe, as a horſe ruſheth into the 
battle. To conclude, however we may under- 
rate it now,—it is a maxim of eternal truth, — 
which both reaſoning and all accounts from hiſ- 
tory confirm, that the wickedneſs and corruption 
of a people will ſooner or later bring on temporal 
miſchiefs and calamities —And can it be other- 
wiſe ?——for a vicious nation not only carries the 
ſeeds of deſtruction within, from the natural 


workings and courſe of things, —but it lays itſelf 
| open 
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open to the whole force and injury of accidents 
from without; and I do venture to ſay, — 
32 was 2 nation or fallen into 
troubles or decay, — but one might juſtly leave the 
fame remark upon them which the facred hiſto- 
tian makes in the text upon the misfortunes of 
the Hraelites, —for ſo it was, — that they had fin- 
ned againſt the Lord their God. 

Let us, therefore, conſtantly bear in mind that 
concluſion of the facred writer, —which I ſhall 
give you in his own beautiful and awful language: 

« But the Lord who brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt, with a great power and a 
firetched-out arm, him ſhall ye fear, and him 
ſhall ye worſhip,— and to him ſhall ye do ſacrifice: 


| Y 
ye ſhall fear, —and he ſhall deliver you out of the 
hand of all your enemies.” 
Now to God the Father, &c. 
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